BALLARAT FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


EXCURSION / NEWS SHEET — MAY 1977. 


President: Mr. G. Binns Ph. 323670 
Vice~Pres: Mr. L. Fink - 861319 
Secretary: Miss H. Burgess - 312210 
Treasurer: Mr. Sa Reynolds » 327721 


Meetings held in the Biology Section at 
the School of Mines, Lydiard St. Sth. at 
8 p.m, first Friday of each month. 


NEXT MEETING: 6th May. Dr. J. H. Willis - 
"A Naturalist in New Zealand" (City Mission 
Hall, Cnr. Main Rd. and Eureka St.) 


MEETING 3rd JUNE: Mr. P. Fry - "Roaming around Europe", 


EXCURSION 8th MAY: Linton Block Survey. Leader S. Bedggood. 
. Cars leave Crocker's Corner 1.30 pom. 


EXCURSION 5th JUNE: Fungi Study. Leader F,. Chuk. Half Day. 


APRIL MEETING: There was an excellent attendance at the 
monthly meeting held on ist April, with no less than eight 
persons being nominated for membership. 

OUR LIBRARY BOOKS in future are to be Noused in a cupboard 
in our meeting room at the School of Mines. Books may be 
taken out at meetings, or during the week when there is no 
class in attendance. ) 

TIME OF MEETINGS: In future, meetings will start SHARP at 
8 p.m., and guest speakers will commence at 8.30 p.m. om. Any 
unfinished business will be continued after the speaker. 
PLEASE may we have your co-operation in this matter? 


MR. EDGAR WHITBOURN, naturalist and photographer spoke on 
"The Flora and Fauna of Cape York Peninsular". He illustrated 
this with superb slides of many different varieties of birds 
of the area, of particular interest being the rare Golden 
Shoulder Parrot. Also shown were various aspects of termite 
mounds; and trees, palms, ferns etc., so different from 
southern species. Mr. P. Fry moved a vote of thanks. 


SERENDIP EXCURSION. 


Four carloads of members left Crocker's corner on April 
3rd to visit the "Serendip Wildlife Research Station" at 
Lara. En route their first stop was in the Brisbane Ranges 
to enjoy an observation walk. Under the able guidance of 
Mrs. Bedggood and Mr. Sonsee many plants were identified, 
some being correa, acacia myrtifolia, hakea, hovea, saw fern, 
cranberry heath, acacia armata, stylidium, everlasting and 
grevellia chryscpheae. Members were interested to learn 
that resin from grass trees, which abound in this forest, 
was used by aboriiginees to fix points to spears and axe 
heads to handles. One junior member found a jewelled or 
enamel spider ana another a bush grasshopper with wings so 
like dried gum leaves that it was difficult to distinguish 
them apart. 

Leaving here we drove miles further on to enjoy lunch 
in a forest clearing. Then, passing along Granite Road, 
named because of the great outcrops of rock in the district, 
we reached the vicinity of the You Yangs and soon found our- 
selves joining the fourteen other car loads of members at 
"Serendip". 

Here an excellent guide, Mr. Bill Banfield: gave a 
brief talk on the romantic history of this 350 acre area, 
then took us to a large, enclosed pond where chestnut teal, 
white eyed ducks, black ducks, musk ducks and wood ducks, all 
banded for identification purposes, swam restfully in ideal 
surroundings. A thousand white mice and quantities of sun- 
flower seeds are needed weekly to feed birds. Ducks are so 
fond of mice that if a dead one is held in the air they will 
jump out of the pond to grab it. 

After hearing facts about these birds we walked to a 
paddock to meet Henry the Brolga. His tranquil air, grace- 
ful form and beautiful pale grey feathers gave no inkling 
to his anti-social habit of biting any curious soul who 
ventured too close. Not far from Henry were bustards or 
bush turkeys noted for the unusual mating custom of the male. 
These birds were once plentiful but being delicious to eat 
were hunted so much that they are now rare. 

As we moved to another section we glimpsed through peep- 
holes in a protective high, titree fence hundreds of spoon-~ 
bills, egrets and pelicans restingf/n the distant shore of a 
large artificial lake constructed by one of the original 
owners of this property. Dusky wood swallows can also be 
seen about here. We inspected a collection of cockatoos, 


parrots and lorikeets which were flying about displaying 
their gay exquisitely coloured feathers in the sunshine, We 
were introduced to a tawny frogmouth so tame that it remain- 
ed still while camera enthusiasts took pictures. Tiger snakes 
are prevalent here and account for losses of bird life. 

Reluctantly we ceased bird watching and went to see the 
kangaroos. We learnt the difference between kangaroos and 
wallabies, then went to an enclosure where a potaroo, a 
miniature nocturnal kangaroo about the size of a large rat, 
was shown to us. In 1792 Govenor Phillip took two potaroos 
back to England, probably to delight Sir Joseph Banks, but 
today he would have great difficulty in finding specimens, 
Next we saw a banded, sharp nosed bandicoot, a dainty little 
fellow who burrows underground then hides his effort with 
vegetation so that no one would ever suspect he was there. 
Bandicoots are now found only in the Hamilton district. 

We heard, with regret, that there were many other 
creatures to be seen but, as visitors disturb them, we could 
not go near their quarters. However we were grateful for all 
we heard and saw and returned home happy in the knowledge 
that we had all enjoyed a wonderful experience. 

Contributed Miss E. McLenehan. 7 


SHERBROCKE RIVER EXCURSION, MARCH 26-27 
LS 


More than 20 members took part in the club's weekend 
excursion to Sherbrook River near the vort Campbell 
National Park. Accommodation arranged by Lindsay Fink at 
the Guide Lodge was bright, comfortable, and probably 
the best of its kind one could find. Situated near 
the Loch Ard Gorge, the lodge provided a good opportunity 
to explore the coastal heath, the forest glades along 
the river at the back of the lodge and the wild coastal 
formations. 
Members of the Timboon Club joined us on Saturday and 
entertained us with an enjoyable film programme. We 
weee also pleased that Miss White was able to join us 
to share her wealth of botanical knowledge, particularly 
-of coastal species. On Sunday, rain prevented planned 
coastal work and we retreated inland to explore remnants 
of the original Heytesbury Forest at the Wiridgil 
Reserve near Simpson. Most interesting find among the 
tall sedges in this, aregj.were the giant clubbed fronds, 
some 8ft tall, identified by Miss White as Tasmanian 
Button Grass (Gymnoschil™ius Sphaerocepha-lus) . Conk p.6 3 
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1. CALLISTEMON citrinus. (a) flower showing free stamens 
. (b) fruit 
2. KUNZEA capitata. Flowers arranged in fluffy terminal heads. 
Stamens short, numerous and free. 
3. MELALEAUCA armillaris. te Flower spike. 
b) & (d) Stamens in bundles of 
five. 
(c) Fruit. 
4, BEAUFORTIA schaueri. (W. Austrailia) (a) Flowers. 
(b) Stamens in bundles, upper ends free. 
5. REGELIA velutina. (W. Australia) (a) Flower in terminal 


head. (b) Stamens in bundles. 
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MYRTACEAE. 


Flowers bisexual and regular. Sepals and petals ko = 5, more 
or less united. Stamens numerous. Ovary inferior. Ovules 
numerous. Style simple. Fruit usually a capsule, opening at 
the summit, rarely a berry or a drupe. Evergreen trees or 
shrubs, with simple, entire, often aromatic, opposite or 
alternate leaves. Small oil glands may be seen when leaves 
are held up to the light. 4 

CALLISTEMON, KUNZEA, MELALEUCA and REGELIA are members 
of the family MYRTACEAE. Some members have experienced 
difficulty in distinguishing one genera from another. ‘The- 
following points may be of some help. 

CALLISTEMON. Shrubs and trees with tough alternate 
leaves. Flowers arranged in dense terminal spikes, resembling 
a bottle brush. Stamens are colourful, numerous, long, and 
free (i.e. not united or in bundles.) Fruit a three-celled 
woody capsule remaining on the stems for indefinite period. 
Sepals deciduous in fruit. 

KUNZEA. Shrubs and small trees with alternate leaves. 
Flowers arranged in fluffy terminal heads, leafy spikes or 
solitary. Stamens free but much shorter than in Callistemon. 
Fruit a three-celled capsule. The calyx lobes persist on 
the matured fruit. 

MELALEUCA. Trees and shrubs, with alternate or 
opposite leaves. Flowers arranged in axillary spikes, in 
tufts, or in a claw like manner. Stamens united at the base 
into five bundles, opposite the small petals. Fruit a woody 
three celled capsule usually remaining on the stems. 


REGELIA. (W. Australia) as illustrated. 


EUCALYPTUS, ANGOPHORA, SYNCARPIA, BACKHOUSIA, and ACEMENA 
are also members of the family Myrtaceae. The flowers all 
have very conspicuous stamens. 7 

LEPTOSPERMUM and BAECKEA have flowers consisting of 
five round spreading petals. Leptospermum have alternate 
leaves, 20 - 30 stamens and a five celled fruit. BAECKEA 
have opposite leaves, 5 - 20 stamens and a three celled 
capsule. : 

CALYTRIX. Leaves small and alternate. Flowers form 
small heads. The five calyx lobes have the ends extended 
into a long awn. Petals five and stamens numerous. 

MICROMYRTUS. Five stamens opposite the petais and 

THRYPTOMENED. Five to ten stamens opposite the calyx 
lobes both have small opposite crowded leaves. : 


Many genera of Myrtaceae are widely grown as cultivated 
shrubs and trees. However in the closer Ballarat area only 
Eucalypts, Leptospermums, Callistemon paiudosus, and 
Calytrix tetragona occur naturally. One large specimen of 
Melaleuca decussata occurs in the Ross Creek forest block 
but does not appear to be endemic. ie 


From Conservation Council of Victoria Newsletter, March 1977. 


From Annual Report ; 1976. 

FORESTRY. "“Woodchip Industry for East Gippsland?" and 
"Exploiting the Otways for Pines and Pulp" were produced 
during the year. The reports were used in submissions to the 


- Zand Conservation Council of Victoria, and to the Senate 
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Enquiry into the Effects of Woodchipping on the Environment. 
The future of Australia's hardwood forests is the focal 

point for disagreement between on the one hand, foresters and 
industry, who are seen to treat the forests mainly as a 
resource to be harvested, and scientists and environmentalists 
on the other hand, who are seen to take a much wider overview 
of the value of the forests. 

While these differences appear to be beyond reconciliation 

at present, there is ample ground for agreement based on 
present saw-log production and genuine saw-log residues. 
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WESTERN VICTORIAN CAMP-OUT APRIL 23-25 
: 


Six Ballarat members and three juniors attended the 
W.V.F.N.C.A. camp-out at the Kerang Environmental 

Study Centre at Appin. The Centr»: is being established on 
a farm where Mr. George Hardwick, a former F & W officer, 
hopes to demonstrate that land can be farmed viably and 
economically by restoring and using the natural ecology 
to provide biological instead of artificial control 

of problems such as drainage and pests. The theme of 

the weekend was the present destruction of the Kerang 
environment by Man's interference through tree 

clearance, flood irrigation and alteration of natural 
watercourses, Salt leveis, brought to the surface by 

the rise in the watertable (claimed to be due to increased 
groundwater run-off from the Highlands) have turned 
Kerang into what was described as a ‘disaster areal, 

Much of the landscape is desolate with dead trees and 
grey barron soil. The Hardwicks hope to show that 
re-afforestation will lower the watertable, with its salt 
content, and that corridors of natural habitat will 
provide an environment for wildlife which will control 
entomological problems naturally. The W.V.F.N.C.A. was 
the first group to use the hostel accommodation at the 
Centre which is so new it was still being constructed as 
we moved inf ‘ 


Mid-Murray was the host club for the weekend and. 
arranged an interesting programme with visits to Reedy 
Lake (described by Des Thomas of Field & Game as the 
most notable Ibis rookery in the world), the dense reed 
beds of Hurds Swamp Reserve and the giant granitic 
boulders of the dry rocky outcrop at Mt. Hope, near 
Pyramid Hill. Birds provided the chief interest = 
notably colonies of waterbirds - Ibis, Pelicans, Ducks- 
also birds of prey. Many other species were noted in the 
Appin Box forest on the morning walks from the Centre, 
Pleasing sightings were White-Browed soodswallows, 
White-Breasted Woodswallows, Cockateils, Little Falcon, 
and the Little Kagle. A variety of saltbush plants 

and other growth indigenous to the dry country and sait 
marshes were studied by the botanists, Contol.. 
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Some of the Ballarat group had an interesting journey home 


through Boort, Wedderburn and Moliagul, wuisiting a 
number of attractive lakes and the spectacular Melville 


Caves. 1. M. Rotheten fe 
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Despite the rain, Greg Binns compiled a bird list of 
some 40 species including several Honeyeaters (Singing, | 
Yellow-Winged, White-Eared, Crescent), Eastern Spinebill, 
Striated Thornbill, Red-Browed Finch, Southern Emu Wren, 
Superb Blue Wren, Field Wren, White-Fronted Chat, Pipit and 
numerous waterbirds from Crested Terns to Swans. 

Miss White has sent us a plant list of nearly 100 
species and Pat Murphy is compiling a further list from 
Wiridgil Reserve. 

Miss White also sent the following comment with a note 
om the Tasmanian Button Grass: 


Some of the interesting flowers seen were~ cranberry 
heath, some plants were covered with red, tube~shaped 
flowers, tall lobelias, twiggy daisy bushes, numerous mauve 
coast daisies. There was the coastal dune flora - silver 
spinifex, coastal Swainsonia, cushion bush, sea rocket, 
Enobby club-rush; the heath-land plants - teatrees, grass~ 
trees, heaths; the river vegetation of hazel, Christmas bush, 
bursaria; the tiny matted plants covering the ground - 
swampweed, lobelia and pratia. When we stopped at Wiridgil 
Reserve we entered another world and, following a riding 
track, we came on an amazing tangle of shrubs and sedges ~- 
button grass, wiry bauera, Swamp heath and a mat of club 
moss. it was a very interesting weekend! 

Contributed by Mrs. M. Rotheram,. ¥é 


Editorial Panel: S. Bedggood, G. Binns, 

B.. Gray. ; 
No part of this publication may be re- 
produced or transmitted in any form or 


by any means without permission in 
writing from the author/authors. All 
rights reserved. 


